*** EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT *** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***

Contact:  Eric Wilson, srf@swps.org
DATE:  July 1, 2006

SEATTLE – The Seattle Rhythm Festival, sponsored by the Seattle World Percussion Society, will take place on Saturday, July 15, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., in the Center House at the Seattle Center. The Festival is free to the public, with a suggested donation of $5 of purchase of a festival t-shirt.

 The program for the includes eight performances and 18 workshops from the brightest ethnic percussion and dance stars in Seattle, an ethnic marketplace, and an evening fusion dance party with West African drumming featuring Thione Diop and Yeke Yeke, and an Afro-Cuban Rhythm Collective led by Tor Dietrichson.

The schedule is available online at:  
" 

http://swps.org/swps?page=newschedlist



A listing of the workshops and performances is given below:

Artist
Workshop

Etienne Cakpo
Traditional dance from Benin
Suzanna
Belly Dance

Carol Clark
Afro-Brazilian Dance
George Sadak
Egyptian Tabla (Doumbek)

Arturo Rodriguez
Afro-Cuban Rhythm Concepts

Michael Beach
Middle Eastern Drums & Rhythms

Tor Dietrichson
Indian Tabla
Geoff Johns
The Primal Interlock
Mark Lilly
Afro-Cuban Folkloric Dance
Saeed Abbas
West African Rhythms on kpanlogo hand drums

Afua N’Diaye
West African Dance Workshop


Sawe Imani
West African Dance Workshop

Sarah Lee Parker Koumbassa
One World Dance
Bill Matthews
Important Rhythmic concepts in African Music
Stuart Vazquez
The drum set... the translator of rhythms
Simone LaDrumma
The Rhythm In You

Kimberlee Jensen Stedl
Shake Rattle & Pose Yoga

Drum Circles led by Kerry Shakerman Greene, John Hayden and Edward Mulhern

Performing Groups

Soleil Hepner’s Dancing Planet -- Live World Music by Sahlee
Saeed Abbas and GyE NyamE Ensemble – West African (Kpanlogo drums)
Nasha & The Hands of Fatima -- Bollywood Hip Hop Arabic and Belly Dancers

Thione Diop and Yeke Yeke – Senegalese Djembe and Dunun Ensemble
Tor Dietrichson and the Afro-Cuban Rhythm Collective
VamoLá! Brazilian Carnaval Drum and Dance Ensemble

Lara Triback  - Middle Eastern Drum Solo and Zar Performance

Admission to the Festival is free, thanks to sponsorship by the Seattle World Percussion Society (SWPS).  The Seattle Rhythm Festival is the creation of a grassroots team of organizers from the Seattle drum and dance community, under the direction of Eric Wilson (eric@compfit.com).  More information is available at our website http://swps.org/SRF2006 or contact us via email at srf@swps.org
####

