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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
March 25, 2008 
Contact:  Mary Tolena  206-579-8163
15th World Rhythm Festival to be Held April 25 - 27, 2008 
Thousands to participate in multicultural world music event at Seattle Center

SEATTLE – The Seattle World Percussion Society presents the 15th annual Seattle World Rhythm Festival at the Seattle Center Friday through Sunday, April 25, 26 and 28, 2008. The festival, which offers free admission to all events, features over 120 performances and workshops delivered by local, national, and international rhythm and dance artists.  Participants can drum, dance, and listen to music from Africa, Cuba, Brazil, India, America, the Middle East, and more.

The festival begins Friday with Celebration of Youth Day, where young people and adults will enjoy discovering rhythm, drumming and dance in workshops and performances.  New this year are 2-hour extended drum and dance workshops for adults on Friday afternoon.  The Friday Evening Celebration is at 7 pm on the Center House Main Stage, with performances by Paul Wagner, José Carrion, Hari Pal, Jim Greiner & Navaro Franco, Tyler Spencer, Keith Terry, Melena, Raquy & the Caveman, and Pepe Danza. 

Saturday and Sunday offer a variety of musical and dance performances, and workshops for beginners as well as advanced players and dancers.  Sessions will be held in the Center House, and in Seattle Center Pavilion Buildings A & B.  The Saturday Dance Party, at 8 pm in the Center House, will feature the hot Latin and African sounds of José Carrion & Todo Folklore, and Thione Diop and Yeke Yeke.  These bands will be followed by a special reunion of members from the late Babatunde Olatunji’s band, Drums of Passion.  

The Festival Marketplace will be open on Saturday and Sunday in Fisher Pavilion. Vendors will be selling world-class percussion, drums and other imports.

The World Rhythm Festival is one of the largest events of its type in the world, distinct for its participatory nature and diversity of musical offerings.  Attendees are encouraged to bring their own instruments to experience a rare opportunity to learn from and play with musical masters. 

For a complete schedule, visit www.swps.org 
About the Seattle World Percussion Society (SWPS):   Founded in 1994, SWPS promotes participation and appreciation of world music, drumming and dance in Seattle.  SWPS activities result in arts education, cultural exchange and awareness, and increased community access to music participation and learning resources. To learn more, go to www.swps.org
The Seattle World Percussion Society is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization
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